Dear Colleagues,

MRC SUPREMO – a Phase III randomised trial to assess the role of adjuvant chest wall irradiation in intermediate risk breast cancer after mastectomy.

The SUPREMO team would like to thank all sites for your continued hard work in recruiting patients into the SUPREMO trial.  Recruitment has been very strong during 2011 and we are very pleased to confirm that the 1200th patient was recruited in September so we are 75% of the way to meeting our recruitment target.  This milestone was achieved by Dr Win Soe, Emma Jones & Claire Watkins based at Wrexham Maelor Hospital.
In addition we would like to congratulate Dr Fuh Yong Wong and Grace Yong Sook Kwin from the National Cancer Centre, Singapore who randomised the 100th patient from a non-EORTC site on the 8th September.
China Recruitment Target Achieved
We are delighted to report that the 60th patient was recruited at the Chinese Academy of Medical Sciences on the 22nd September.  On behalf of the SUPREMO team we would like to thank all of our colleagues based in China for their hard work and dedication to the trial.  In addition we would like to extend our thanks to the HSBC Trustees for providing grants which will be used to conduct the monitoring of the patient data in China and also the follow of the patients in China for 10 years.

Eligibility Reminder

Please can I remind sites to ensure that patient eligibility is confirmed after informed consent has been given.

Protocol Version 29 Approvals

We are pleased to report that all of the UK sites have received R&D approval for version 29 and have implemented it at their sites.  Please find a summary status of all sites detailed below:


· 131 out of 156 sites confirmed approval for V29

· UK: 119 out of 119 

· International: 8 out of 11 (5 China sites will continue to work to V27).

· EORTC: 4 out of 26.  Due to be implemented in all sites by the end of 2011.

Please do not hesitate to contact your trial coordinator if you need any further assistance in approving the new protocol at your sites.

The SUPREMO team would like to welcome the following new sites who recently completed all the necessary approvals to open to recruitment:

· Dr Steven David, Associate Professor Boon Chua, Dr Bronwyn King, Dr Rosyln Drummond, Dr Claire Phillips, Dr Mary Dwyer, Lisa Selbie and Deborah Cruickshank from the Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre at East Melbourne, Australia.

· Dr Steven David, Dr Mary Dwyer, Catherine Healy, Lisa Selbie and Dr Jessica Faggian from the Peter MacCallum Cancer Centre at Moorabbin, Australia.
We look forward to randomising the 1st patient from these sites.  These are the first TROG sites to be opened following the funding received from Cancer Australia.  It is hoped that an additional 8-10 sites in Australia under the TROG umbrella will open by the end of the year.  
In addition we would like to congratulate the research team at the following site for randomising their first subject to the trial in September:

· Dr Matthew Griffin, Dominic Nash and Susan Smith from King's Mill Hospital, Sutton in Ashfield
Thanks are also due to the research teams at the following centres who have randomised patients to SUPREMO in September [patients in September / total patients recruited to date by site]:

Dr Neil Bayman, Wigan Royal Albert Edward Infirmary (3/12)

Dr Jackie Clarke, Belfast City Hospital (2/24)

Professor Ye-xiong Li, Chinese Academy of Medical Sciences (2/24)

Dr Charles Lowdell, Charing Cross Hospital (2/17)

Dr Mary Quigley, Barking, Havering & Redbridge Hospitals NHS Trust (2/13)

Dr Jonathan Hicks, Wishaw General Hospital (2/12)


Dr Win Soe, Wrexham Maelor Hospital (2/10)

Dr Juliette Loncaster, Christie Hospital Manchester (1/48)

Dr Helen Westenberg, Arnhems Radiotherapeutisch Instituut (1/45)


Dr Matthew Hatton, Weston Park Hospital, Sheffield (1/43)


Dr Nihal Shah, Mount Vernon Cancer Centre (1/21)


Dr Victoria Reyes Lopez, Hospital General Vall D'Hebron (1/14)

Dr Sunil Upadhyay, Castle Hill Hospital Hull (1/13)

Dr Marie-Pierre Sunyach, Centre Leon Berard (1/12)

Dr John Dewar, Ninewells Hospital, Dundee (1/11)

Dr Fuh Yong Wong, National Cancer Centre Singapore (1/11)

Dr Kay Kelly, Raigmore Hospital, Inverness (1/10)

Dr M Stenfert-Kroese, Stedendriehoek en Omstreken (1/9)


Dr Mohini Varughese, Taunton and Somerset NHS Foundation Trust (1/8)


Dr Nicky Thorp, Royal Liverpool University Hospital (1/5)


Dr Geraldine Skailes, Furness General Hospital (1/4)

Dr Marjorie Tomlinson, Weston General Hospital, Weston-Super-Mare (1/2)

1212 patients have now been randomised to the trial and we would like to thank you for your continued support for the trial during 2011.
 

With kind regards,
Professor Ian Kunkler 
Chief Investigator, MRC/EORTC SUPREMO trial 
